Syllabus Journalism 233 – Info Gathering Summer I 2007

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 1:10 p.m. to 3 p.m. Scripps 001

Instructor: Stephen Siff *  ss307805@ohio.edu * (330) 647-4298

Office hours: TBA, 283 Lindley

Call # 11313

Course Objectives:

· To learn how to find information.

· To learn how to select and evaluate that information

Course Work


Your main project will be an annotated bibliography of thirty-four sources on a single topic of your choosing, plus one in-depth interview on the same topic. Related assignments include a topic proposal and progress report. Additional homework may be occasionally assigned. There will be two tests and attendance will be taken.

Lab assignments are designed to advance your progress on the bibliography. Students will be required to keep lab sheets in a three-ring binder, which will be handed in with the final bibliography.

	Assignment
	Date Due
	Points

	Topic proposal
	Monday, 6/25
	20

	Progress report
	Monday, 7/2
	20

	Interview
	Wednesday, 7/11
	40

	Tests
	Tues. 7/3 and Wed. 7/18
	25 (x2)

	Class attendance
	
	50

	Lab sheets
	
	20

	Annotated bibliography
	Wed. 7/18
	100

	TOTAL
	
	300


	Grade
	Points
	Percent

	A
	285
	95%

	A-
	270
	90%

	B+
	261
	87%

	B
	246
	82%

	B-
	240
	79%

	C+
	231
	77%

	C
	216
	70%

	C-
	210
	68%

	D+
	186
	62%


Texts: No texts are required for this class. You may wish to refer to an excellent web site has been developed by other info-gathering instructors with links to resources. See http://www.scripps.ohiou.edu/pwestfall/resources/help.html
Topic proposal: The first major assignment for the class will be selecting the topic which will be the focus of your inquiry for the rest of the quarter. If you think a topic would make a good book (or two), it is probably too big. The purpose of this assignment is to gather the amount of detailed and credible information that would be needed to write a lengthy magazine article, a pitch for an advertising campaign, or to represent a client on a single issue. Make sure it is a topic you are interested in exploring, because you will be spending a lot of time with it. Be cautious about topics that involve a single product or technology – it might be difficult to find sufficient information.

I am open to a wide variety of topics. A few are off limits, however, because they are too frequently done:

· College students and alcoholism, sexual assault, eating disorders or sexually transmitted disease.

· The New Baker Center.

· Children and smoking, advertising, television or drinking.

· Fraternities or sororities.

· Single rock groups (an issue would be OK)

· Single sports teams (an issue would be OK)

The topic proposal should be typed, two pages total, and include:

· A description of your topic and focus, including an explanation of why you are interested. This should address in what ways the topic is timely, interesting or important.

· Some broad questions that you would like to answer about your topic.

· A list of key words and phrases, arranged in hierarchy, to help you research the topic on-line and in computerized databases.

Progress report: The progress report is your chance to practice annotations for the final bibliography. The annotations used for the progress report may also be used for the final bibliography. Annotations have three parts:
1. Citation for source.

2. A paragraph description of the source, showing your familiarity with it and justifying its inclusion in the bibliography. It should also address the following:

· What questions the source can help you answer?

· From what perspective?

· What makes this source appear reliable?

3. How you found it.

For the progress report, include annotations for:

· two trade magazine or scholarly articles

· Two WWW sites or online reference sites or online online list, blog or chat group (high quality, please)

· An annotation for a source that you are rejecting for your final bibliography, describing the reason you don’t want to use it.

Interview: You will be required to conduct a 20 minute interview with someone who has relevance to your topic. A telephone interview is acceptable, but face-to-face is better. Be sure to prepare questions ahead of time and record the interview. (Tape recorders can be borrowed from the broadcast lab, but you might be better off purchasing your own.) There are three parts to the assignment:
1. An introductory paragraph explaining who the interviewee is and how they relate to your topic.

2. The transcript, including both your questions and the answers. 

3. A conclusion in which you assess your conduct of the interview.

Annotated Bibliography: This is the central assignment for this course. The final bibliography may include the items submitted on the progress report with the same three-part format. The breakdown of sources is as follows:

five experts (must include people from three of the four types: credentialed expert, 


authority, experienced source, interested party)

two non-profit associations

two for-profit businesses

two government agencies

two government documents

two statistical sources

two world wide sites 

one online list, blog or chat group

one picture resource

two other media and formats (films, radio broadcast, museum exhibits, etc.)

three recent books

three newspaper or magazine articles 
three trade magazine or scholarly articles

two specialized print reference books 

two specialized online reference sites

NO duplication of sources is allowed. That is, if John Smith PhD is cited as an expert, you cannot also use his web page as a separate annotation.
Policies

Deadlines: Late assignments will be penalized at 10 percent of point value per day, weekends excluded.

Presentation: All work must be typed. Assignments will not be corrected for spelling and grammar, but if errors are significant, up to 10 percent of the point value for the assignment will be deducted.

Ethics: Academic dishonesty (including fabricating assignments, mutilating library property, cheating, copying or plagiarism) may result in an F for the assignment, and F for the class or referral to the Director of Judiciaries for possible expulsion or suspension. 

Remember, this is a core class. You must make C or better to continue in the journalism program.








